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DINOSAURS,

The Dinosaurs were land animals that ruled the world for over 140 million years.

The last Dinosaurs died out about 60 million years before peaple first appeared.

The name Dinosaurs means “terible lizards”. They were a special group of
prehistoric reptiles, and their closest living relatives are the crocodiles.

Dinosaurs grew far larger than any land animal alive today. Just one of the
largest dinosaurs would have weighed more than 1,500 pecple!

However, there were some dinosaurs that grew no bigger than a chicken.
They came in many shapes and sizes, some plodded on all fours, some
walked and ran on their hind legs like ostriches.

There were both fierce meat-eating dinosaurs and ones that ate plants.
Some lived on hills, others roamed low plains and dry areas. Most preferred the
lush forests that covered large areas of the Earth.

It wasn’t until the last century that pecple realised that dinosaurs actually

had existed. Since then, thousands of skeletons have been collected all over
the world.
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HOW TO PRONOUNCE THE DINOSAUR AND
PREHISTORIC ANIMAL NAMES IN THIS BOOK

IGUANODON — IG-WA-NO-DON (Toothed lizard)
DIMETRODON — DI-MET-RO-DON (Two sized teeth)
TRICERATOPS — TRY-SERA-TOPS (Three horned face)
APATOSAURUS — A-PAT-UH-SAW-RUS

(Deceptive Lizard — Two sized teeth)
STEGOSAURUS — STEG-UH-SAW-RUS (Roofed lizard)
PTERODACTYL — TAIR-UH-DAK-TILL (Winged fingers)

IGUANODON

The Iguanodon tooth that was found in 1822 started all the
interest and research into dinosaurs that there is today (no
one really knew much about dinosaurs until then).

When the Iguanodon stood up it was about as high as a
double decker bus and was as heavy as an elephant. It
lived in herds in the warm, swampy couniryside eating the
frees and shrubs. The Iguanodon had a spikey thumb that
might have been used to protect itself and certainly was
useful in tearing down branches of tasty leaves. It could
have run well on its hind legs or walked on all fours.
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One morning, as Penny the iguanodon
woke up, she had the strange feeling that
for some reason today was a very special

day.

‘Perhaps it's because the sun is shining so
brightly?’ she thought, as she ate some
leaves for breakfast.



I'm somry, Penny, you can’t come any
'l wonder what my friends are doing today?’ farther!’ said one of the older dimetrodons.
said Penny, as she wandered off towards ‘We are making something special and no
the volcano where the dimetrodons lived. one is allowed to see it



Before Penny could find out what the
dimetrodons were making, she smelled

something nice in the air.
It must be the triceratops cooking food in 'm sorry, Penny,” said one of the friceratops.

the hot lava pools. I'll go and see them,’ ‘We can't stop to talk to you now. We're
she said. much too busy. Please come back latfer!



But Penny was wrong.
The apatosaurs were wrapping things
up in large painted leaves.

‘This is very strange,” thought Penny. When they saw Penny, they hid what
‘The triceratops have never been too busy they were wrapping. Penny felt that the
before. I'll visit the apatosaurs instead. apatosaurs didnt want her around,

They're never too busy.’ so she walked on.



Penny began to feel very sad. ‘Perhaps today isn't special after alll’
Even the Stegosaur Band stopped their thought Penny as she walked back to
singing and playing, then walked away the forest.

when they saw Penny. She pushed slowly through the tree fems.
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Suddenly —
SURPRISE, SURPRISE, HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
It was all the dinosaurs!
This was a surprise party for Penny and
Penny had completely forgotten that it was
her birthday!
She was so happy that she almost cried. "‘We're sorry we couldn’t talk fo you when
There were painted ribbons and signs on you came to see us,’ said the dimetrodons,
the frees. ‘But we would have spoiled the surprise.’




‘Here are your presents,” said the
apatosaurs.

‘We wrapped them in painted leaves for
you.’

There was a bouncy pillow made from
springy swamp roots. There was a pretty

necklace made of painted stones and
two statues carved out of wood.



The friceratops carried in a very large
birthday cake, which had a candle placed
carefully in the centre of it.

The Stegosaur Band began to sing . . .
‘Happy Birthday, dear Penny,

Happy Birthday to you.

Happy Birthday, dear Penny,

Happy Birthday to you.’

Penny blew out the candle with one blow
and each dinosaur had a slice of cake.

It was delicious!



Penny liked to play

'Pin the tail on the pterodactyl.’

The pterodactyl didnt mind because
the tail was only a vine with some sticky
glue on it.

After the cake was eaten, the
dinosaurs played party games.



Penny’s very special day had come to an
The dinosaurs laughed when the tail got DN end, but Penny knew that this was one
stuck on the nose of an apatosaurus! birthday she would never forget!



~ Enjoy all the delightful books in this series

DINOSAUK

Who Invented
Things



